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"ol  ORDINATION SERMON. 
J. Theſſalonians, ii. 4. 


But as we were allowed of God to be put in truf with 
the Goſpel, even fo we ſeeak, not as pleaſi ng men, : 
but God which trieth our hearts. gn | 


Tears words at che firſt glance prefent to 
view, that good Minilters of Jeſus Chriſt ſpeak 
in a manner pleafiag to God; but not to men. 
Br their not-pleaſing men, we are to under- 
| Rand, that they do not ſuit the matter of their 
ſpeech, or conform their doctrine to the vicious 
humors of men; or evade the truth, and in 
ſilence paſs over certain important doctrines, 
| becauſe they are difagreeable to men and galling 
to the corrupt heart : but that they deliver the 
whole council of God, whether men will hear 
or whether they will forbear. X 


Tus experience of many ages ſhows, that the 
Ambaſſadors whom God hath ſent, to treat with 
mankiad reſpecting their ſalvation, and recon- 

Eliation with himſelf, have ever ſpoken as 
A 23 


(4) 


pleaſing God, Yat not the vicious 8 of 


men, howeyer much the truth which they de- 
nered might accord with the better Judgment 
of the wicked. ; 


Tur the Prophets of old, whom the Lord 


ſent as Ambaſſadors to treat with his people, 


 ſoake as pleaſing God, it is evident, from their 


ſpeaking by his Spirit, and receiving his ap- 
probation. 3 For the prophecy came not in 


old time by the will of man: but holy men of 


God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 


Ghoſt, And that the meſſ⸗ agexdelivered by the | 


Prophets were diſpleaſing to men, it is evident, 
from the treatment they received. 


Tar corrupt hearts of men became inimicsl 
to them, ſolely on the account of their eſpouſing 5 


the cauſe of God againſt them, and their faith» 
Fulneſs in deliveting thoſe things which were 


' commanded. The Prophets could not ſpeak 


peace to the wicked, nor be on their part; there- 
fore, as is natural to ſuppoſe, men became 


their enemies, eſteemed and treated them as 


ſuch. Accordingly, Ahab ſaid to Elijah, & Haſt 


thou found me, O mine enemy?“ And wich 
reſpect to Micaiab, c © I hate him, for he Wt. #1 


not propheſy good concerning me, bat evil,” 


Ds ef „ And 


\ 


13 


And becauſe he joined not iſſue with the falſe 
Prophets, i in flattering the pride of the king, he 
5 was rejected, while thoſe who prophe ſied ſ mooth 

things were careſſed. - God knowing that this. 

_ would be the cafe alſowith Jeremiah, be gave him 
his charge and encouragement in language like © : 
this. * Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins and 
ariſe, and ſpeak. unto them all that I com- 
mand thee: be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt 
I confound thee before them, For behold NH 
have made thee this day a defenced city, and an 
iron pillar, and brazen walls againſt the whole 
land, againſt the kings of Judah, againſt the 
Princes thereof” againſt the Prieſts thereof, 
and againſt the peöple of the land, and 
they ſhall fight againſt thee, but they 
| ſhall not prevail againſt thee; for Tam with 
thee, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee.” Accord» _ 
ingly the Prophet (eſteemed, himſelf a man of 
ſtrife and contention N the whole earth * 
L exery one of them doth curſe me.” For e © be- 
hold the word of the Lord is unto them a re- 
ptoach: they have no delight in it.” Therefore | 
they f Say to the ſeers, ſee not; and to the 
Prophets, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things.” The 
diſpleaſure which men manifeſted againſt the 
Ws" we alſo find particularly taken notice of | 
423 TEST A 8 | in 


i 


is 


1 Jere. i. 17, 28, 15. eJere, vi. 10. 7 14 "xxx. Toe 
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3 


in the new Teſtament. „Which of the Proph- 
eta hve not your F athers perſecuted and ſlain ; 
Ye are witneſſæs to yourſelves, that ye are the : 
children of them that killed the Prophets, 0 
Jeruſalem! Jeruſalem |! thou that killeſt the 
| Prophets, and ſtoneſt them hat are ſent unto 
thee.” — And as men naturally hate the light, 
and will not come unto it, leſt their deeds 


ſhould' be reproved; ſo their reſentment i 18 ex- 


cited ag ainſt the Ambaſſadors of the Lord in 
proportion as they exhidit the light or truth to . 


their vie Wa 


- ACCORDINGLY, we find when Chriſt made 
his appearance in the fleſh, as the great preach» 


er of righteouſneſs, and with Godlike power 
and pungency forced whole torrents of truth 


upon the minds of men, with direct application 


of it to their conſciences, he raiſed the reſent 
ment of the enemies of the truth higher than 
any of the Prophets who had been before him; 
and they reſted not till they had gratified theit 
"reſentment in tortures of his cruciſiction. He is 
the centre of the object which men oppoſe, for 


he is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all. 


And becauſe men put darkneſs for light, | and 
light for darkneſs, they ſaid all manner of evil 
of him,—They made uſe of every reproachful 


_ epithet to ſtain his immaculate character. 


They 


8 3 8 bn *& 8 


„ 
They ſaid, that he deceived the people; ; that he 
was A friend of publicans and finners— 
that he was a diſturber of the peace— 
that he was mad, and had a devil; and that 
through Beelzebub he caſt out devils— 


that he was a blaſphemer of God, 098 deſerving | 


of death. 
And Chriſt well knowing that the natural 


| heart would be the ſame in all ages, and o- 


perate in the ſame manner under ſimilar cir- 
cum ſtances; he forewarned all his faithful 


Miniſters, that they ſhould be hated of all men = 


for his name's ſake. The difciple is not above 
his maſter, nor the ſervant above his Lord. If 
_ they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelze- 
bub, how much more ſhall they call them of 
his houſe-hold ? Has not the truth of this 
prophecy been experienced to this day ? The 


' Apoſtles, the prime Miniſters of Chriſt's king : 


dom, firſt drank. this cup after their Lord. 
Hence, we read, that they preached the Goſpel 


with much contention, and {ſuffered many in- 


— — 


dignities from the reſentment of men. For 
pourſelves, Brethren, know our entrance in 
| Unto you, that it was not in vain. But even 
after that we had ſuffered before, and were 


ſhamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, if 


we were bold to ſpeak unto you the Goſpel of 
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our God with much contention, Vs our ex- 


hortation Was not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, = N F. 
nor in guile. But as awe were allowed of Ged, 1% MM ti 
be put in trufl with the \ Goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, | p 
not as plegſ ing men, but God which trieth our ; £ 


hearts.” 


' Tyuzsr words were ſpoken Jointly; by Paul, 
1 and Timotheus, who were good, pru- 
dent and faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ſent 
forth by his choice and immediate command to 
preach the Goſpel. —And as they (poke as 
pleaſing God, but not men, it may be appli 
cableto the preſent occaſion, | 


/J2J½ ̃ ᷣœ88² Er LE ß ERS BEOS , 
2 K ⁵⁵ ⁵¼—:—t; DYES C2»; fer 


3 


I. To point out in ſeveral particulars, cerial 
- Goſpel doCtrines which a faithful Miniſter of 


eſus Chriſt will Heres, 1 pleaſing God, but 
not men. | 


8 S 
8 * 3 Ld het 
LY 


II. Oran tome 8 why it ia * indit. 
penſible duty of Chriſt's Miniſters to hold forth : 
- _ thoſe doctrines of the Goſpel, notwithſtand- | 
ing they are diſpleafing to men, 


„ e 9H. mo, Ay yy, of oboe oo 7 


—Þ I. Tan, we are to point ont in ſeveral par= 
ticulars certain Goſpel doctriues which a faith- 
ful Miniker of Jeſus' Chriſt will preachias your 
wg God, but not men. = 


f 


f 


| ra a 
3 * 05 I 4 
xi T. Hex will hold up the chireter of God ag 
$ M # repreſented in his word. The real character of 
„ me true God, is a matter of the greateſt i im- 
portance to be known. it lies interwoven in 
every capital dectrine of the Goſpel. It is, in 
ſhort, the foundation of the revealed ſyſtem of 
religion. As a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump, ſo one miſtake. in this, may deſtroy the 
| whole ſcheme of religion. Becauſe men retain 
ſo different ideas of God, it bs, that there are ſo 
many diſcordant religions | in the world. A 
faithful Miniſter will repreſent God as an in⸗ ; 
5 finitely perfect Being, poſſ ſſed of every amiable” 
a rfection, bath ofanatutal and moral nature. 
He will ſpeak of bim, As being A pure Spirit, 5 
poſfeſfed of Infini Y, Eteraity, Immutability, 
Onnipotence and Omniſcience; together with 
his moral perfection, infinice holineſs, juſtice, 
goodneſs, mercy and tru h —The revealed 5 
mode of the Divine exiſtence, is, Trinicy in 
Unity, the Father, the Son, and .the Holy 
Ghoſt. 2 For there are three that bear re- 
cord in Heaven, the Father; the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one.” — This is 
a view of the Divine character which i is more 
| geaerally conceded. | | 
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EL, 

ted if we would retain more perfekt 1 
of God, we muſt attend to what he doth. The 
cionduct of a moral agent is eſſential to deter- 
5 mine his moral character. But of this, inſpira- 
tion gives ſufficient information with reſpect to 
God. It faith of him, he wotketh all 
things after the council of his own will.“ This 
poſſage is expreſſive of the works of creation 

and providence, common and ſpecial. 


Tus Scriptures make us acquainted alfo, wick 
te great and laſt end, which God has in view 
in all his works. 1 The Lord hath made all 
things for himſelf.“ 4 I am Alpha & Omega, 
the beginning and the end. vel? ; 10 For of him, 
and thro' him, and to him, are all things.” Vis 
apparent, that, whatever God doth, he doth 
according a8 he had previouſly counſeled i in his 
own mind. God is repreſented as 4 rational, 
- wiſe, and intelligent agent, who will have 2 
perfect idea of all his work before him. Pre- 
viouſly to the commencement of the Divine op- 
eration, therefore, as the refult of councils 
there was in the mind of God, a perfect, clear, 
and diſtin image, of all his work, and all bis 
. creatures x and the innumerable various circum- : 
= flances, which ſhould attend each individual 
f 3 W 
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exiſtent, from the higheſt angel, to the ſmallefi 
atom, both in time, and n. 


Tus ſubject matter of the Divine Council 
was evidently this, co deviſe the beſt means of 
effecting his own. deſign. 
preſented in his word, as deliberating, like a 
wiſe agent, upon the beſt * way of accompliching 


| his defign in view; altho' ke knew and was 


ſettled from eternity what was beſt. —With God 
there is no ſucceſſion of thought. He needeth 


not to ſearch premiſes for conſequences. For, 
m he is in ene mind, and Who can turn 
him ?” It is obſervable, the Scripture: aitributs ; 
all Gud's work to his own will.” 


God ſett! es, and ordains all things. „ « For- 
ever, O Lord, thy word is ſettled in Heaven. 


„ Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good i in thy 
Gght.” God is omnipotent, and able to do 


every work of power. This includes all poſlible 


being ; ; but God's will alone ſeparates,or makes. 
a par:ition between theſe poſſible beings which Ft 


dual! exiſt, and thoſe which: ſhall not exiſt, 


God's will is moſt efficacious, and by it all 


| things are brought to paſs, which are con- 
tained i in his council. 5 © Whatſoerer the Lord 


N 5 Maſe 


n Prat. exix. we 


5 Job. [AXiil. 13. 7X | | 
? N. r. 6 


” 7 Match, Kii. 988 


Thus, God is. re- 


The will of 
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eafed, that did he in Heaven, and in the 


arth, in the ſeas, and all deep places.” 86 


that, tho! there may be many inſtrumental 
. and intermedia'e cauſes of events, this will is 
the fi:ſt cauſe of all things. | bn Lhou art 
worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power : for thou haſt created all things, 


and f for thy pleaſure they are and were creats - 
ed.“ 80 chat, 7 all things are of God.” Now. 


it is a part of God's character, to accompliſh in 
his work, all that was contained i in bis council 


And this he doch, and no more nor o herwile, 
i In time God exerts his power, or puts forth big 


efficiency to accompliſh all that was contained 


in his council, with reſpect to time. God now 


worketh all things after the council of his own 
| will, Whatever God doth, he doth by bis 
power, influence, or «fi-iency: All that can 


be properly aſcribed to God. i is the effe ct of his 


+ "9 influence. To fay, therefsre, that God doth 
=. thing, and deny the exertion” of his influence Cc 
in the accompliſhment of it, is pie poſterous 1 | 


for an agent does nothicg, where bis irfluence 
| doth not extend. So that, whatever God' dot 

för ite accompliſhment he exerts. his power 
egval to the <Q. The providence, then, of 


Ged. 


9 Rev. os Ito * > Cor, v. TN 


LE & = ! 
God, is nothing leſs than his influence operst- 
ing thro! the wide creation, producing all events 
which take place under his government. 8 


Tu 1s council or decree of God infers an ab- 
ſolute certainty of the fucurition of all events 
contained therein. His council is his deſire, | 
will or pleaſure ; but / what his ſoul deſiteth, 
even that he doth.” Now it is clearly manifeſt 
from inſpira tion, that it was God's deliberate, 
fixed, ſettled, determinate council, from all 
Eternity, by his efficiency, to create, uphold 
e . 1 ; "a" 


* * 
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* As far as God governs, he governs, no doubt, by his 
over. influence, or effi.iency. To ſay God governs where 
s influence or effi-iency doth not extend, is to ſay he doth 
ſomething where he doth nothing. Any ſuppolable limits, 
therefore, of the Divine influence reli, ne: eſſarily 
circumſcribe the limits of the Divine government; an 
conſequendy any event which should be ſappeſed to take 
place diſconnected with, ans ſeparate from; the Divine will, 
anfluence and cfli.iency, mult be ſup poſed to take place dife 
connected with, and ſeparate from, the Divine government, 
and ſo not under the Divine government. We may. ob- 
- ſerve in like manner with reſpeR to the providence of God. 
Any  ſuppolable event which should take place diſconned- 
ed wich, and ſeparate from, ali connection with the Divine 
will; influence and efficiency, does in like manner take place 
- diſconnected with, and ſevarate from, the Divine provi- 
_ dence. Where God provides, or where his providence exe 
tends, there his power or. induence reaches as a previous 
. . ground, reaſon or cauſe, equalto che effet, With as much 
n we predicate providence of à ſteck or 4 
one, as of an efficient being, further than his efficiency 
extends; for there is no effed where there is no cauſe; and 
- an efficient being is no cauſe, beyond the limits of his in- 
guence, any more than gnergetical matter which can let out 
o efficiency. 18 N 6 


b job. iii. : 7 1 3 ©” | At 
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and gavern, ſuch -@ ſyſtem and ſcene of op- 


station, in all reſpacte, as this. And if this be. 


denied, ſomeching eſſential to the real character 
of God 1 Is denied. For God, who is mighty in 


council, and whoſe underſtanding i is infinite, 


knew wi hout deception or miſtake, what 


ſyſtem and ſcene of operation in his work, . 


would beſt accompliſh his own deſign. And as 


God hath made all things for his own glory, | 
which neceſſarily includes the greateſt poſſible 
| happineſs of univerſal intelligence ; ; we may 
faiily conclude, from Scripture and the Divine 
perfections, that the preſent ſyſtem and ſcene 
of operation 1 in God's work, is, in all reſpeChr, 
| the beſt poſſible, to anſ wer this infinitely bene- 
volent deſign; for, © His work is perfect.“ 


If it be denied, that the preſent ſyſtem, i in which 


- is contained natural and moral evil, is the beſt 


calculated to promote the greateſt general good, 


or happineſs of univerſal intelligence, it is 3 
_ clear impeachment of ſome one of the Divine 

For, goodneſs in an intelligent | 
being is a propenſity to do good, or communis - 
cate. happineſs; infinite goodneſs, therefore, ig 
an infinitely ſtrong proper ſity to do good, or : 
| communicate bappineſa to intelligent being. 


perfection. 
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if then God bath not choſen the beſt ſyſtem 
and ſcene of operation in his work, to com- 
municate the greateſt poſfible happineſs to the 
Univerſe of intelligence —either goodneſs was 
wanting to chooſe it; but God is infinitely 
kood-or underftanding to fee it; but his under- 
ſtanding is infinite—or power to defend and 
Put it into execution and exiſtence ; but God 
is omnipotent, and what his ſoul defireth, even 
that he doch. And therefore, inſtead of its 
being detogatory to the chatactet of the Moſt 

High, that he ſhould, in his council, fix an in- 
Fallible futur ition to all events, which have of 
hall take place, from the beginning to the con- | 
ſfummation of all things, it is necefſarily con- 
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nected with his greateſt glory. F ʒl, 
2 This infallible futurition of all events will follow as e 
a fair conſequence from that generally n doctrine, (ancecls | | 
the infallible preſcience or foreknowledge of God, ,If all |} 
things are infallibly foreknown by God, they can befo on 1 
no other ground than God's ſeeing a certain, infallible con- 
nection between their futurition and ſomething which doth 
now really exiſt; but if the Divine mind ſees ſomething no 
exiſting, which bas an infallible connection with the futur- 
ition of all events which sSall take place, this renders the 
faturition of all events which ever will take place, as per- 
manent and fixed as the moſt irrevocable,irtefragable decree 
poffibiy can do. Bur. if it should be denied that there is 
any connection ſeen between lomething which does naw 
_ exiſt and the futurition of all events which will take place, 
bat that ſome events will take place in abſolute contintzencez 
still if che futur ition of thoſe centingent events be fore- 
- Known, their infallibility is in no degree diminisbed, bur 
remains as certain and fixed as the truth of the propoficivn 


which aſſerts that they are forekno yn. 


N 


I this doctrine, ſo apparently agreeable to 
Zod, as comperting with his word, ſhould 

meet with objections from men, as deſtroying 
5 their agency; z we would conciſely obſerve, that 
with reſpe& to the decree that the bones of our 


Saviour ſhould not. be broken on the croſs, ac 


cording to che cuſtom of erueifict ion, the event 
was ſure, and the ſoldiers acted freely and de- 


liberately apon the ſubject, and 5 0 they brake 


not his lege. w Bat one of the ſoldiers pierced 
his fide, x that It might be fulfilled.” - We 
might mention many other inſtances, * as 


Judas“ berraying Ch:iſt, and, | acknowledging. | 
his agency therein, when the Son of Man 


went, as was y « derermined,” and the wo 
followed the perpetrator of the deed, as Wag 


10 dicted. The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe who 


roſe up againſt Chriit, for to do whatſoever f e 


händ and the council of God 2 « determined 
before to be done.” f 


2. Wi will take notice of abother Goſpel doc. L 


 trive which has an indiſſoluble connection with 


this, 


* John NIX. 5 w Salle xix, 34. * John xi. 36. | 


9 Luke Xii. 23. * Acts iy. 28. 


- 4 


Se Tf all 3 os the 3 of men, bei ins 
_confitterc with their freedom then a derree that mem 


Should act freely, would deuror their enen and * 


| its own * | 
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die which a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt will 
preach, as pleafing God, but not men. I mean 


that of perſonal election to eternal life. T0 Yo 


Tr the will and providence of God make 
- & great difference in the ſituation of perſons in 
this liſe, is too evident to deny,if we would not 
diſpute ſtubborn fact, and common ſenſe. We 
ſee it with our eyes. We read it in the word of 
God. 4 The Lord maketh poor, and maketh | 
rich: he bringeth low; and lifteth up.“ Some 
are exerciſed with infirmity of body and mind, 
with pain and weakneſs; all their days; whi'e 
others are favoured wich firm health, and are 
capable of enjoying all the ſweets and comforts 
of life. So the Scriptures clearly demonſtrate, 
that the will of God makes a far greater 
difference between individuals in the coming 
world. Some are choſen to everlaſting life, while 
others periſh in their iniquities. It is in con- 
| ſequence of the efficient will of God, that the 
righteous are made to differ from the wicked; b 
« For who maketh thee to differ from another? 1 1 al 
and what haſt thou that thou didſt not receive 7 9 
Now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou 
glory as if thou hadſt not received it Po «For 


whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate 
of 1 C | | 0 | 
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td be conformed to the! image of his Son. Mores 
cover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
called; and whom he called; them he allo 


jaſtified ; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo 


| glorified?” 80 «the Apoſtle ſpeakz to be- 
lievers, as receiving ſpititual bleſſings according 


as God hath previouſly determined to beſtow 
them, God d who hath bleſſed us with all 


ſpiritual bleſſings, according as he hath choſen 
us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we ſhould be holy, and without blame, before 
him in love;“ having predeſtinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to him« 
ſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his will;“ 
and as being predeftinated' according to the 


purpoſe of him who worketh all thin ge after ihe 
council of his own will.” It is obſervable, that 


the means and conditions of events are always 
included and connected with the decree which 
eſtabliſhes the ſuturition of thoſe events. Hence 


it i is written, 7 God hath from the beginning | 


of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.“ Whom 
God hath ordained to walk in good works, in 


time he creates them in Chriſt Jeſus, for that 
ona Ix m Fs we are his. workwandup, 
c6ᷓxeated 


4 Bph. i. 3. . „ ph. i. 5, 11. 


7 2 Thefl, it, I 3» g Eph. ii. 10. i 5 3 9 
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6 


ercated in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which | 


God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them.“ And as faith 5 is the gift of God,” 
ſo, i ag many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed.“ And as plainly as the Scripture 
| ſpeaks of ſome as being appointed unto life, it 


; ed unto condemnation. Chriſt is ſpoken of as 
being 4 2 ſtone of ſlumbling, and a rock of 
effence, even to them which ſtumble at the 


word, being diſobedient, where unto alſo | 


they were appointed.“ And with reſpect to 


certain lalſe teachers, Jude ſaith, 1* who were 


before of old ordained to this condemnation.” en 


Tais part of the Divine character, God's 


aan in diſpoſing the preſent and future 
| Muations of men, was one thing which render- 


ed the preaching of our Saviour fo exceedingly 


diſagreeable to the pride of men. This he i in- 


culcated as a decttine of great importance to 


give men a juſt idea of the charaQter of the true 
God. He ſpeaks of the ele, as being thoſe 
whom his Father had given him; as thoſe Who 
would not be deceived; and as the ſheep of bis 


— who could not be WES out of his 
3 8 2 | Father's: 


+ 


k x Pet, ii. 8. 


does as clearly ſpeak of others as being appoint- 
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Fliather's hand. And moreover ſaid, m ye be- 
lieve not, . becauſe ye are not of my ſheep.” | 


ture of praiſe. 


The doctrine of the Divine ſovereignty wa ſo Þ® 
pleaſing to Chriſt, that on his ſeeing a bright Þ 
diſplay of it, in the conderanation of Chorazin | 
and Beihſaida, he broke his ſilence with a rap» 
* I thank thee, .O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt 
hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
bat revealed them unto babes. Even fa, 
7 Father, for ſo ut ſeemed good in thy ſight. “ 


Bor this doctrine, ſo pleaſing to Chriſt, in- 


culated by all his;faitbful Miniſters, appears | 
not to create fuch agreeable ſenſations in the — 


minds of men. And the more is ſaid upon this 
Iubject, Sos ready to imagine the darker 
it ie. In ſuch a caſe, this reſleG1on is natural, 
_ viz. whether they do not o call evil good, 
and good evil, and“ put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs.” For notwithſtanding 


© the oppoſition of ſome, to the doctrine of per- 
ſonal election to eternal liſe; if the queſtion 
be aſked, © whether the Bible does not plain- 


N ly ſpeak of ſome, as being from eternity elected . 


of God, and conſequently others rejected, or 


Teprobated ? ** they grant, — n it 
does.“ E 


„ John x, 36, „ Maire 35.35, 6% . Ia, F, 304 


3 
3. Apen Goſpel doctrine, which 2 


good and prudent Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 


preaches, as pleaſing God, and not men, is, the 
diepraved ſtate of mankind by nature. Miſtakes 


lead to great confuſion in a ſyſtem of religion. 


The original formation of man was in the im- 


. age of God. p In the image of God created 


be him; **God hath made man upright ; but 


they have ſought out many inventions.” In 


the trial of his obedience, he revolted from God, 
£ and became a rebel againſt the crown and dig - 


nity of Heaven. 80 that he is, by nature, 


devoid of every degree of that diſintereſted 
friendly affection to God and man, in which 
conſiſts all real holineſs and conformity to the 
| moral image. of God. That this is the natural 


Rate of man, is abundantly evident, from. i TO 
ſpication. In the early ages of the world, „ 


God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man way 
great in the earth, and that every imagination. 


of the thoughts of his heart was only evil conti- 


-nually.” /** They are altogeiher become filthy; 


there is none that doeth good, no not one.“ : 
The heart of the ſons of men is full of evil,” 


T dep. are 4 «a. ſeed of evil doers, children 
"0 „ that 


2 Gen. i. 27. | EA Becle. vii. 29. 5 r Gen. vi. . 
* Pal, xiv, oy 8 Heel, ia. 3. ® Maii.4, 5,60 


alſo in the character of natural men, will 
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chat are corrupten - the whole head is ſick, and 
the whole heart faint, From the ſale of the 
| oor, even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſa 


in it.” A total deprivation of that dis atereſted 


triendly affection to God and man, in which 


cor ſiſts all real holineſs and conformity-to the 


moral image of God, together. with. its ata 
| tendant enmity, is what i is meant by. total wont 
depravity. And inſtead of the natural 


wich oppoſition againſt him. ew © Becauſe the 


carnal mind is enmity againſt God ; = for it is | 


not ſubject to the law of God, e indeed 


can be.” „ Now have they both feen and 
hated both me and my Father. But this 


cometh to paſa, that the word might be fulfilled 
that is written in their law, They hated me 


| without a cauſe.” This is what the prudent 

| And faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt preach, 
as plealing God, but not men, who, to evade 
| the explicit and unequivocal declarations of 


Scripture, are ready to ſay, © that it is only an 


imaginary God, which they are repreſented as 
hating 3 j or 2 falle image which they form in 


; . 
„ e. yilj . Leh t %% l.. 


maus 
 poil:ſling the leaſt degree of this love to God, 

be is clearly repreſented i in the Divine oracles 
as being his enemy, and having his heart filed N 


1 


L a> at. tt: 


——— 
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8 
"their mind of God.” But if this be the Send 
of the Scripture, and the idea of the Apoſtle, 

| His argument will read thus : * op For tobe 

Tarnally minded is death but to A ſpiritually 

ininded ie life and peace: Becauſe the carnal 

mind is enmiry againſt a falſe imaginary God: 
tor! it is not fubject to the falſe imaginary law of 

God, neither indeed can be. So then they that 
ute in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ But we | 
are aſſared this cannot be the Apoſtle's mean- Þ 

ing; but that the carnal or untenewed mind 0 

bs enmity againſt the true God, and that it is not I 

fubject to the real law of God ; and this'is the Wi 

true reaſon why,zt is death to be carnally mind | 
ed. 80 where Chriſt faith, „But now have 
bey both ſeen and hated oth me and my Father,” | 
his meaning cannot be, that they had both 
feen and hated 2 falfe i image both of him and his ; 
Father; for they really fav Chrilt, but there was 
no falfe i image of God in him. a ** For in him 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Gland bodily.” 
Where God is ſaid to be 3 10 reconciling the 9 
» world unto  bimfelf, ” it implies, that the world 1 0 

* Is oppoſed to the true God. Therefore it is 

with the carnal mind as God faith with reſpe& 3 

to the ſhepherds, who were cut off. & And ji 

eli ado as. CV 
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0 fou! loathed them, and their ſoul abborraC. 
Mien are never complained of, for being 
pals by to falſe Gods, or falſe i imaginary Gods. 
This is a virtue, and they. are required to oppoſe = 
and hate them ; 3 but for loving and ſerving 


them, this is fin and rebellion againſt the true 


God. 80 that, we are aſſured from the word 
of truth, it is the true. .GOD, the LORD IE. * 
HOVAH, whom the carnal mind i is ae 


ed as hating. - 


— 
* 


4 AfOrRHER a4 which fats 
ful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt preach” as pleaf- 
ing God, dat not men, is that of regeriers- 4 


tion, as being effected by the . e 3 ye 
the Holy 5 


Norwirzsrixpixd, God has reite 
his own Son Mediator between God and wan, | 
| who by his obedience, death and ſuffering, has 
' magnified the broken law and made it honour- 


able, retrieved the inj jured character of God, and 


opened a door of mercy, and brought to the | 
view of intelligence, a. way in which he can 
conſiſtently with his holy law, and all his 
Divine per fections, have mercy on thofe who 
will confeſs and forſake their ſin; and in ad- 


dition to this, he uſeth every argument with 


them ſuitable to make impreſſions on the minds 


ſu 
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bf rational beings, that they ſhould thus do; 
and comply with the conditions of Ie : yet 
ſuch is the fited and deep-rooted obſtinacy of 
man's heart againſt holineſs, that hone ever did 
or eber will comply with the conditions of ſal- 
| vation, without the creative influence of the 
Holy Spirit. Accordingly, inſpiration informs 
us, that mankind are dependant on God for re- 
generation, together with all holy exerciſes of 

heart. 80 great a change, as takes place in the 
converſion. of a ſinner to God, is effeGed by 
nothing. ſhort of Divine power: d & But we 
have this treaſure,” (the preaching the word) 
in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the 
| power may be of God, and not of us. The 
new, or regenerate heart; is a bleſſing which : 
God claims as his prerogative to give. And 
the LORD thy God will circumciſe thine heart, 
and the heart of thy ſeed; to love the LORD 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
ſoul, that thou mayeſt live.” N « I vill put my 
law in their inward parts, and write-it in their 
| hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall bs 
my people.” g A new heart alſo will I give 
you, and anew vine will I put within you, and 
I will take away the ſtoney heart out of your 
. BS = 


| 7 Ezek. Xvi. 26, 27. e 


( 26 | 
Roth, and © will aden you-un hett of lelh i and 


35 I will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you - 


to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall r my 
judgments, and do them.” 5 


Ack RRABLx to theſe promiſes of 2 new 
heart, the word of God afctibes the work, hen 
it is accompliſhed, to aſpecia! Divine influence. 
5 * Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the fieſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” The new heart, or regeneration, is rep- 


reſented in Divine Rerelation, not only as being : 


the effect of Divine power in a ſmall degree, 
but the greateſt exertion thereof; as when 
Chriſt was raiſed from the dead, and fet at the 
right hand of God in the Heavens. 7 * The 
eyes of your underſtanding being enlightened, 

that ye may know what is the exceeding great- 


| neſs of his power to us-ward, who believe, ac- - 


cording to the working of his” mighty power, | 
which he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him 
from the dead, and ſet him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places. „ 3 1 For we ate 
his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we ſhould walk in them.” 1. Therefore, 


if any man be in Chriſt, he i is a new creature.” 
But 


1 lohn i. 13. 5 Bph, viii. 29, 20. 1 Rph. ii. 1e 
es v. 17, WT ITTFI4T 
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But none make themſelves: ane w, without the 


power of God. It is moreover evident, that, 
if God withholds this ſpecial influence of his 


Spirit, men will periſh- m Yet the LORD 


| hath not given vou an heart to perceive, and 


Eyes to ſee, and ears to hear, unto this day.” 


1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven | 


and earth, becauſe thou haſt: hid theſe things 


from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 


them unto babes.“ So that, the election 


hach obtained! it, and the reſt were blinded.” 


þ ** Therefore they could not believe, becauſe 


that! Efaias ſaid again, He hath blinded theit 
eyes, and hardened their hearts, that they ſhould = 


not ſee with their eyes, nor underſtand with 


their heart, and be converted, and | ſhould heal : 


them.” 1 Therefore bath he mercy on whom 


: he will have mercy, and whom he will ke hard- 5 
eneth. And that mankind are 28 abſolutely : 


dependant on the influence of God for the fol- 


lowing holy exerciſes of the regenerate heart, 


25 for the firſt, it is evident from the word of 


God. r © For without me,” ſaith Chtiſt, be ye -— 


can do nothing.” David acknowledges this his 
dependatice. © 72% will run the way of thy 


** 


commandments, when thou ſhale enlarge my 


heart.“ 


Rom. xi. 7. 


7 2 * 8 a 7" OED XV. 3 


n 1 it. xi. 5. 
5 John Kit. 39. 4% 3 ky Kh 1 is 
5 Plalm cxix. 32 | 
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; heart. ee He which bath begun a good ny 
in you, will perform it, until the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt.“ And Paul ſaith, 2 Ilaboured more 
_ abundantly than they all; yet not I, hut the 
grace of God which was with me. 1 Not 


that we are ſufficient ofourſelyes, to think any 5 


thing as of ourſelves : but our ſufficiency is of 
God.“ x For it is God which worketh in 
Jou, both to will and to do of his good pleaſy | 
ute. Thus we find the doctrine of abſolute | 
dependance to be the plain language of God's | 
word, which is pleaſing to him, but it is tog 
humiliating ta the bzvghtineſs EW 5 Nis | 
—_— Io 8 Rs 


"AyD notwithſtanding this ſeriptural doQzine 
of man's abſolute dependance on God, the 
| prudent and faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ; 
in full conliſtency with inſpiration, will urge 5 

to immediate repentance and nim. 


7 


11s i is a dots which God now 1 requires of 
| all men. y And the times of this ignoraneg Y 
God winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent.” Accordingly 
Paul z* teſtified both to the Jews and alſo to 
5 the Greeks W towards God, and faith 
towards : 


b Phil. i. 6. „1 Cor 3 | w 2 Cor. i iii. Fo | 
# Pail, fü. 2 7 A5 ii. 30, | Aa r at, 


"> S 
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29 ) 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” s ** Behold, 


pow is the accepted time ; behold; now is the 


day of ſalvation.” þ ©. To- day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.” All the com» 


mands and invitations of the Goſpel, to repent 
and accept of eee 1 een to þ tho 
25 en ume. 1 ä 


Tuxx allow not one moment for nnen to 
5 remain impenitent and unbelieving · No time 
"43 is granted them for a delay of the exerciſe of 
that diſintereſted friendly affection towards 
God and man, which the law without an abate- 


ment now requires. | There i is "nothing, ſhort of 
rfect holineſs required of en in every mo- 
ment of their exiſtence. wal 214d Be ye therefore 
| perfect, even as your Father which it in Heav- 
A en is perfect.“ 4 "Be JE Kot, for 1 am holy.” 


. Farryus Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, will 
preach, that men, while deſtitute of love to 
7 ber do no part of the Divine ace. 


ALL the Dirine requirements are contained 


in the law; - but the whole law i is fulfilled by 


| love. . Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
With all thine heart—This is the firſt and great 
X commandment, And the ſecond 1 is like unto it, 


£ 4 288 vi. 2. L Heb. 151. 7 8, | E Matt. v. 4. 
f peter i. 16. 2 e Mare, nil. 37, J8, 33. MY; 


tw. 


Thousdbelt love thy neighbour as] thyſelf. - Qn 
theſe two commaudments hang all the law and . 
the Prophets.” In conformity to this, the 
Apoſtle writes, F He that loveth another, 
hath-fulfilled the law. Love worketh uo ill to 
his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling 
the law. For all the law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this; thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. * "I then love be the fulfilling 
of all the law, without love o part of the law 
is fulfilled. - And as all the Divine requires 
ments are contained in the Jaw, thoſe who 
are deyoid of love to God and man, do no part 
of the Divine requirements.—This ihe Prophet 
5 confirms i in bis prayer to God, when e ſpake 
with reſpect to the rebellious houſe of Iſrael. Z 
6 They have done nothing of all that thou ; 
e them to do.” _ . 
Axp 28 figurative language is beſt adapted. 
forcibly to impreſs ideas upon the mind, our 
Saviour, to confute the ſentiment, that un- 
regenerate ſinners do ſomething morally good, 
ſaid, 5 Either make the tree good, and his 
Fruit good; or e the tree corrupt, and bis 
ftuit corrupt.“ i 10 For a good tree bringeth not 
forth corrupt fruit: neither doth a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit—for of thorns men do 
not 


Few. xiii. 's 10, 1 4. v. 3 g Jere. un. 3. 
6 Matt. xi}, 33. Ha M t. my 445 45. 5 


they grapes. A good man, out of the good 
treaſure of his heart, bringe ih forth that which 
is good: and. an evil man, out of the evil 
treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth that which 
is evil: for of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh.” And in conformity to 
which, he again ſaith, 1 How can Yes 
being evil, ſpeak good things 5 0 


BUr notwithſtanding theſe plain declarä- |; [ 
tions of the word, it is more pleaſing to the Lil 
natural heart, to be told, that although. men 1 

do not renounce their ſelfiſhneſs, and are 
devoid of true love to God ; yet they may do 
tome part of the Divine requirements. . Fil 


FX 


Bur the good Miniſter will compriſe. lore to 
God in all his exhortations to the performance — | 
of the externals of religion, as being abſolutely 
requiſite to perform any part of that which Wi 
God bath commanded. 5 1 

| Tais ſtrikes at the foundation of the pride of | | 
men's 8 hearts; for, to comply, they muſt re- Fr "WM 
nounce their ſelfiſhneſs, and be reconciled to 1 
God; which, to the mind oppoſed to God, is = 

| 


N 


ungrateful. | 1 
"Bur if the exhortation 1 may be complied ih 
vonkiftently with dae an heart as the natural 


- * — 7 
. 2 - 


& Man us, r 


Tr) 


han has, indiſpoſed to holy exerciſe i i 1005 ; 


"Fatal | are other i important Aodilacs whicki 


faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt will largely 
inſiſt on, as pleaſing God ; to which we cans 


T7 not now particularly attend. 


Sock as the juſtification of a wins. | in he 


5 fight of God, by faith, without the deeds of 


the law. 4 « For if righteouſneſs come by the 


; law, then Chriſt is dead in yain. Ly They will 
alſo, agreeably to the Disine command, make 
a diſtinction between the regenerate and un- 
regenerate. And with much painful labour to 
the head, and trying to the heart, aſcertain the 


difference between the holy and profane, the 
precious and the vile. And they will = 


« afirm conſtantly, that they which have be⸗ 


lieved in God bi ad be earcful to maintain a 


good works.” 


_ AnD largely will they inf on the 1 of 5 


felf-denial, and unreſerved ſubmiſſion to God 3 


together with univerſal obedience to all the 


| Divine commands. 


We ſhall only add, that they vill 3 GU 
doctrine of the reſurreQion of the dead, both 
of the juſt and urjuſt ; that the wicked will be 
puniſhed : 


8 


e we mat 


1 


binithed with interminable deſtruction from be 
preſence of ſhe Lord, and the glory of his pow- 

er; while the righteous ſhall be received to the 
Kingdom prepared for them from the founds- 
| tion of the WO | 


25 come, | . 355 
II. To offer ſome reaſons, why it is the | in 
Uiſpenſable duty of Chriſt's Miniſters, to hold 


1 forth theſe doctrines of the Goſpel, not wich- ; 
ſtſtanding they are diſpleaſing to men. | Fil 
Hanz we may obſerve in general. If _ 1 

of the cardinal, capital, or leſs i important doe- I 

trines of the Goſpel, be denied, negleQed, or Wt 


paſſed over in ſilence, the de ſign of the Goſpel . i 
bs Proportionably rendered abortive. | 


«1 « 


By: T particularly, | 
Tus glory of God requires =: 


Tus lat end of the Goſpel is, hone 
doubt, to diſplay the infinite majeſty of God, 
in all the reſplendence of his glory. And 

|  Yherefore, to promote this, Chriſt's Miniſters - 
re under indiſpenſable obligations to repreſent 

the true character of God as diſplayed in his 

| word, notwithſtanding all the oppolition my 1 
n meet with from Oy QUT.” 55 5 i 


Tas ſalvation of ſinners requires „ 
1 «deſign of the Golpeh, i in ſubordi- 8 
* 5 nation 


1 | 
nation to the glory of God, is, the falvatios | 
and happineſs of mankind, 


Ir was eſſentially requiſite for the Grain _ 


of men, that God ſhould make a Revelation i in 
the Goſpel; that light ſhould ſpring up to them 
who ſat in darkneſs, and the region and ſhadow 
of death. 1 Where there is no viſion, the 
people periſh.” But, t Chriſt hath brought 

' life and immortality to light ara the Gol- 
pel.“ 8 
Ans nd leſs requiſite is it for the Cfatration 
of men, that the anadulterated doctrines of the 
Goſpel ſhould be preached, than Wilt OP 
; ſhould be written in the word. 


So "ed then 28 the „ of God: is diſcos: 3 


erable by his word and his works, it becomes | 
the duty of his Miniſters to repreſent it, that 
the Goſpel may have its deſired effect; and to 

- point out, without falſehood, flattery; or equiv= 
o cation, the natural ſtate of mankind; 3 their 

oppoſition of heart to, and enmity againſt God; 
their infinite criminality, and juſt expoſedneſs 
to the Divine wrath; their entire and abſolute 
dependance on the free, ſovereign grace of God, 


through Chriſt, for every favour both of _ 
ritual and temporal nature. TE os. | 


Tus 


u Prov. Aix. 13. „ 2 Tim. i. 1 


68 


"Tax deen of the Goſpel is anſwered by 
none, but theſe plain, pinching, humiliating 
doctrines. Theſe are calculated to inſtruct the 
ignorant, convince the finner, and edify the 
Saint. Theſe alone have a tendency to make 
finners feel as they do under deep conviction of 
| Ein; or in ſome meaſure as they will feel, when 
| they ſhall ſtand, guilty and condemned, before 
the face of their Omniſcient Judge. But that 
preaching which eafily flides over every thing 
| of this nature, has no tendency to inſtruct, con- 
vince, or edify. No charactets of men are like- 
lf to be benefited by unfceling, undiſcriminat- 
ing. faſhionable harrangues. Theſe ſerve to 
_ pleaſe the humours, rather than to diſturb the 
conſciences, of ſecure finners. Yea, this dead- 
ly poiſon of undiſcriminating harrangues, ſerves 
: to ſtupify the hearts of ſinners, feed the i igno- 


* 


rant with wind, and ſtarve the children cf God. 


How eaſy are Gnners, ſo long as their Prophets f 
propheſy ſmooth things, and repreſent God o 
0 1 altagether ſuch an one as themſelves! 


Ir finners can be perſuaded that they Fs not N 
hate God, | that they ate not totally depraved, 
but that they have the love of God in them, 
which only needs cheriſhing, and they by de- 
grees arrive to a ſtate of Saintſhip; if they ate 
told that there is no ſuch doctrine as the Divine 
ſovereignty, as extending to the future ſituations 

PF 1s; ASST eee 


of men, and are made to diſbelieve the doctrine 
af regeneration as being wrought by the ſpecial 
agency of the Holy Spirit, and that of particu» 
lar perſonal election to eternal life; they are 
vnconcerned. If they can be made to believe 
that they are not wholly dependant on God, but 
that they have a ſelf. determining power in their 
wille, and may be ſaved without a ſuper- natural 
change of heart; how pleaſed is the corrupt 
heart with theſe doCtrines | And better pleaſed 
ſtill, if the terrors of the Lord can be removed 
with a denial of their eternal puniſhment. 


Ir theſe doctrines be not the þ * ſmooth 
things” ' which men call upon the Prophets for, 
and if the preaching them be not 1 daubing 
with untempered mortar, and ſe wing pillows to 
all arm-holes, what may be ſo termed 4 


 Trrss are the doctrines which are pleaſing 


to men, but difpleaſing. to God, and ſubrertiog | 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


F As another i incentive for the Miniſter of 
Chrit ſtrictly to adhere to the doctrines of the 
Gofpel, however mortifying to the corruptions | 
of men, we would obſerve, God hath ſtrictiy 
enjoined it upon all his Ambaſſadors ; and by | 
their refuſal or neglect, they endanger their 

1 „ "bers ts 


„n, 1 kick. fl. 25, of 


8 4 
pwn eternal peace and well-being: -r * The 
Prophet, faith God, © which ſhall preſume to 
fpeak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to ſpeak, ſhall die.” Accord« 
ingly, when the Lord fear his Prophet Ezekiel, 
he gave him this charge, + © O ſon of man, I 
have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe of Iſ- 
rael: therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me. When 1 ſay 
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 
Wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall 
die in his i iniquity; but his blood will I require 
at thine hand.“ f And thou, ſon of man, be | 
not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 


words; and thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto. 


them, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear.” A like folemn charge did the 
: Prophet Jeremiah receive to be faithful, 

4% Thus faith the Lord, Stand i in the court of 
5 Lord's houſe, and fpeak unto all the cities of 
| Judah which come to worſhip in the Lord's 
? houſe, all the words that'T command thee” "ts 
: weak unto them; diminiſh not a word.“ 


Axp no leſs oathetic and repeated are the i in- | 
ae to faithfulneſs, laid upon the Minif- | 


a ters 


: „Deus. xelli. 206 | 8 Fxtk, xxxiii. , 8. 
& Buck, Ii, 6, 7 . . nnn * 


4 360 
ter of Chriſt, in the New Teſtament. — 


w * Continue thou in the things which thou 
haſt learned.” „ 1 charge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Preach the word. os 


2 Hold faſt the form of ſound words which 


thou haſt heard of me, in faith and love which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus.” FO We 533 


80 important it is, that the Minifters of 


Chriſt hold forth the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
without addition or diminution, however diſ- 


5 agreeable they may be to men, that we hear the ! 
Holy Spirit breathing forth the condemnation N 
1 erroneous teachers in language like this, . 


z If any man preach any other Goſpel unto 
you, than that ye have received, let him be ace 


curſed.” And as though this were not ſufficient 


to guard the truth, there ſeems to be 2 com- 


Scripture, a For I teſtify unto every man 


that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 


book, If any man ſhall add ynto theſe thingo, 
God ſhall add unto him the plagues that are 


written in chis book: and if any man ſhall take 

away from the words of the book of this pro- 

5 phecy, God ſhall take away his part out of the 8 

5 book of life, and out of the holy 180 and from 
the 


Þ 2 Tim. iii. 14. | 221 Tim. iv. I, Fa 7 2 Tim, i i. 134 
* Gala. i. 92 4 Rev. xXIi. 26, * 20. 


th 


wh 


ment upon theſe words to cloſe the canon of 


as 


— * þ 


ts.) 


the things which are written in this book. He 


which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, Surely 
come quickly.” 


” Inprerincs. 
FROM the conſideration, that A Miniſter of 
: Jeſus Chriſt is under indiſpenſable obligations 


to deliver certain Goſpel N * 
to the pride of men — 


WX learn, 


Tun great importance of his own heart's be⸗ 


5 Ing bumble, and in love with God, and thoſe 


f doctrines which he is bound to deliver to others. 
If the enmity of his own carnal mind be not 
ain, and be renewed by the power of the Holy 


Ghoſt, and reconciled to God; it is 
able to ſuppoſe he ſhould ſtand forth / 


| God, and faithfully vindicate his character and | | 
cauſe in the face of a frowning world. How 


- ſhall one hold forth the beauties of the Divine 
| character, who never ſaw i it beautiful, and long 


and pray for the reconciliation of his ſellow- 
: men to that God with whom he himſelf is at va= 
riance? Will one vindicate the law of God to 
inan, as being holy, juſt and good, when at the 
| ſame time his own heart is oppoſed to the Di- 
dine enero od ? Bod be whoſe own heart 


r 
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; bs totally ſelfiſh, put vice and irreligion to the 
 blufh, in its various forms, and faithfully exhort 
to and inculcate that diſintereſted friendly affec= 
tion to God and man, required in the holy law? 
Will he faithfully deliver the meſſages of God; 

and warmly preſs. the ſoul-humbling doctrines 
| of the Goſpel, and exemplify them in an holy 
| life? Shall we expect one of this character to 
| paſs through evil report and good report, hon- 
dur and diſhonour, forego his own private inte- 
reft and reputation, the friendſhip of his con- 
nections, and be counted the filth of the world 
and the officouring of all things, and nobly ſur- 
mount all the difficulties in the way of vindicat- 
ing the cauſe of Chriſt ?=This facrifice i is not 
reaſonably to be expected from him. We look 
for this only from him who loves God fupreme- 
ly, and whoſe heart glows with a warm deſire 
for the glory of God in the ſalvation of.finners. 
Important and eſſentially requiite. it. is for him, 
who takes upon himſelf the office of an Ambaſ- 
| Yador of Chriſt, that he be poſſeſſed of a good 
heart, in order that he may, with the Divine | 
approbation, perform any part of his function. 


Ons may, however, without A good heart, 
| (this neceſſary qualification to pleaſe God) be 
reſpected and very popular among men. Their 
approbation he may gain, by ſtudying their hu- 
Ng moursz 


Ta) 


mours, and conforming his docttine to their 


vitiated taſte. Finding a rule in his own ſeel- 
ings for this purpoſe, he will with great polite- 


| neſs evade every term and idea which has the 


leaſt appearance of faſtening guilt on the crea- 


ture, his dependance on God, or of ſhowing him 


| his expoſedneſs to damnation z and call his real 


preſumption, i in keeping back the truth, by the | 


pleaſing name of prudence. To veil men with 


darkneſs, which they love, rather than light; 


to flatter them, that they may do many things 
pleaſing i in the fight of God, and acceptable to 
him, as a part of commanded duty, when they 


have not reſpect to all his commands, nor true 


love to the molt worthy of Beings; this is high 
iy pleaſing to the corrupt heart, and requires 
not a good one for i its performance. | 


50 T nothing ſhort ok: a good heart, and ſu- 
preme love to God, will enable one faithfully to 
_ diſcharge the various duties of the miniſterial 
office. On this ground, Peter received a com- 


miſſion from his Lord and Maſter, to feed his 


ſheep and feed his lambs. But though this be 
an abſolutely eſſential qualification for a Miniſ- * 


ter of Chriſt, it is not the only one. He muſt 


be a man of knowledge, and have a general ac- 
quaintance with men, the feelings of the hu- 


man heart, and the taſtes of the different de- 
oP 1 nominations 


(a) 


nominations of men, to enable him to treat with 
them in the moſt inoffenſive manner conſiſlent 
with truth and duty. He ſhould, agreeably to 
the exhortation of Paul to Timothy, Give aty 
tendance to reading z'' by which he may form a 
general acquaintance not only with the preſent 
but paſt ages of the world, converſe with them 
together, and underſtand their civil and eccleſi- 
N aſtical hiſtories, together with their ſyſtematic- 
al, polemic and practical Divinity. As he knows 
| the Poets, he will be better able to reaſon with 


the Athenians from their own language, and to 


convince them of the truth. A general knowl- 
edge of the Arts and Sciences, and the languages 
in which the Scriptures were originally written,. 


is confeſſedly important for the honourable dil 
charge of the miniſterial office. 


Oun ſubject will naturally give riſe to further 
7 uſeful deductions. But omitting thoſe, Lattend 
to the voice of cuſtom in addreſſing you, 8 


2 ys Reverend Fathers and Brethren 
in the Mimfiry.* 


I is ; with deference that 1 comply. 1 hope 
I ſhall not arrogantly perform the part aſſigned 
me to-day, in n up your pure minds to a 

e remembrance 


* This 4 dareſe 1 Was emitted in the delivery ; for | 
want of time. 955 


| Qt a3) 
- -gemembratice of the ſolemn charge we received 
to be faithful, in the important hour of our 
conſecration to the ſacred office ; for the appli- 
| ation of the Tubje& e to out own bo- 
ſoms. wo 
Lax us then i inquire, whether we have bein 
more aſſiduous and careful to pleaſe God, than 
Meth or unſuitable feelings in ourſelves © 


Fun what has been hinted in the ptectding 
| Diſcourſe, it appears to have been incumbent 
on us to enforce our doctrines by an holy life. 

Have we thus done? And are we the Miniſters 


of Chriſt at heart, men who have been with, ; : 
learnt of, and patterned after Jeſus? Do we 


poſſes ſupreme love to God, and an earneſt long- 
Ing for his glory in the ſalvation of fouls ? Do 


we prefer the proſperity of Chriſt's kingdom to 


our chief joy? Is our love expreſſed by weep- 


ing for ſouls in ſecret places, and in being more 


attentive to'the glory of God in their ſalvation, 


than every other object? Have we that love and 
holy delight in the ſervice of the Sanctuary, as 
to render it agreeable as our meat and drink? 


Do we travail in birth for fouls *cill Chriſt be 
formed in them? Do ve take heed to our doc- 


trine, and ſpeak in a manner pleaſing to God? 
Can we adopt the language of our text, and fay, . 


As we' were allowed of God to be put in truſt with 


the. 


444) 


the Goſpel, even fo we ſpeak, n not as pleaſong men, 

but God which trieth our hearts 8 Have we found 

grace ſufficient to ſurmount all obſtacles in the 
way of our holding up to view the character of 
God, as repreſented in his word, ** as working 
all things after the council of his own will,” 
and of declaring plainly to finners, without 
equivocation or flattery, their real character, ay 
being by nature enemies to God? 


Your own experience, Reverend Fathers, 
; kath better taught you, than I can expreſs, the 
trial of conſcientiouſly delivering important 
truths, to the diſguſt of thoſe on whom the 
peaceable reſidence of a Miniſter greatly de- 
pends. How important that we feel the oath 
of God upon us, which we received in our con- 
ſecration to the ſacred office, to teach all things 
which Chriſt hath commanded, and to ſet be- 
fore ſinners whatever the conſequence may be, 
either to believe and be ſaved, or refuſe and be 


damned! If men riſe up againſt us, they can- 


not take from us our peace of conſcience, nor 

the approbation of our Judge. If we be faithful, 
we are ſure that we ſhall be a ſweet ſavour to 
God in them who are ſaved and in them who 
periſh. Solemn is the reflection! ' Important | 
are our labours! May God make us faichful 
unto death, that we may ſtudy to pleaſe him ra- 
ther than men, and receive our crowns of life, 


6 45 J 
Tt the next place, 
Dear Brother, 


Surya me to ſuggeſt a few thoughts to you 
in this ſerious moment. 


THE Church and people of God in this place 
have given you their invitation to take the 


charge and overſight of them in the Lord: and 


your heart has been inclined to accept the office 
— we hope willingly, and not by conſtraint 


not for filthy lucre's ſake, but of a ready mind. 


The ſolemn hour is arrived, in which you are 
to receive the office, by prayer and the laying 


on the hands of the Preſbytery. You will 
therefore, while you contemplate the ſcene, and 
the nature and importance of the charge, dedi- 


_ cate yourſelf afreſh and unreſervedly to your 


Lord and Maſter, that you receive not the ſeal 


of an Ambaſſador in vain. No doubt your of- 
fice, in contemplation, is weighty and import- 
ant; but more ſenſible of this may you be in 


the execution thereof, if you ſpeak not as pleaſ- 


1iog men, but God who trieth our hearts. Eu- 


gage the Spirit and preſence of the great Head 
of the Church, who has promiſed to be with | 


and ſupport all his faithful Miniſters. 


Can1sT is this day ſending you to preach . to : 
1 this people in his own name, and in ſome im- 
182 reſpecte committing the intereſt of their 


en 


#7 ; 
immortal ſouls to your care. For his ſake then, 
dear Brother, be faithful. Speak as he hath 
commanded, and as pleaſeth him, whatever the : 
9 effect may be on thoſe who hear. 


Lir r up your eyes and behold! The felds 
are white already to the harveſt. Our Lord and 
Maſter is calling us to labour in his vineyardy 
- while our venerable Fathers in the Miniſtry are 
dying around us. Thoſe Pillars of the Church 
are falling=they cannot always continue by 
reaſon of death; and we are raiſed up in their 
ſtead.— And here are you to be placed a Cot 
league Paſtor, to labour as a Son with the Fa- 
ther. Here are you to be placed as a light in 
the world; and, O my Brother, let not the 
light in you be darknefs. The eyes of the world 
are upon you; yea more, you are continually 
under the Omniſcient view of God: He will 
mark all your ſteps, and obferve all your con- 
dudt, labour, and converſation, againſt the ſol- 

emn day of retribution. It is required of you, 
that you deliver the whole council of God, and 
that you keep back nothing which is profitable 
for ſouls. If any of this people periſh through 

lack of viſion, or are loſt through your neglect, 
they ſhall die in their ſins; but their blood will 

| antes your: band. | 
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Wert may you, trembling, ſay, Who E 


ſufficient for theſe things ?—But you will re. 


member, that, through Chriſt ſtrengthening, 
you will do all things. Study to pleaſe God, 
You have a plain rule, the ſacred Oracles, that 
rich magazine of Divine truth, to which you 
will repair for every meffage you bear to the 


people. Add nothing to it, detract nothing 


therefrom, and your garments will be clear 
from the blood of all men. 


Wren the tendereſt emotions of heart, and 
earneſt prayer for your fucceſs, we commend 
| you to the grace of God. May you ſo fulfil 


Four miniſtry, that-hereafter you may ſhine as 


the Sun in his ſtrength, and as a Star of the firſt 


: n in the kingdom of our commonLovd. 
| The Addreſs next turns to the Church and - 


Congregation i ia this place. 


| Brethren i in the 1 F. aith and F e, 
of the Goſpel, 


PURSUANT to your requeſt, we are row 


here before God, to inveſt the man with the ſa- 


ered office, whom you have choſen to * placed : 


over you in the Lord. 


WI ſincerely 98388 you in that una- 
= and peace which hare marked all your 


| proceedings, ; 


6 4s ) 


proceedings, and in the agreeable prof; pet of 
the beneficent ee which may follow: | 


ov R condud i in proceeding i in the folemnities 


of the Ordination, beſpeak our approbation of | 
the man whom you have choſen, and that we 
really expect he will be a faithful Miniſter of 


Jeſus Chriſt among you, rightly dividing the 


word of truth, giving to every one a portion in 
due ſeaſon. 5 


Mar Zion here be built up under bis labours; 


and the pleaſure of the Lord proſper in his 
| hand. You have heard it to be the duty of a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, (ſuch we charitably hope he 
will prove) to preach certain Goſpel doctrines 
as pleaſing God, but not men. Should he 
prove ſuch an one, and deliver the whole coun- 
eil of God, ſolemn and eternal will be the con- 
ſequences. This will ſwiftly prepare every ſoul 
for the future world; either for the ſublime en- 
joyments of the bleſſed, or the unutterable miſ- 


5 ery of the curſed. 


Ax p as his duty 8 you will bo great : 
5 and important, ſo will yours be towards him. 
| Let your deſires for your Miniſter aſcend to the 
throne of grace. He will need your fervent 


prayers. Encourage his heart, and ſtrengthen 
bis hands. Aſſiſt him where you can. In the 


_ diſcipline 


- - eas A 
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diſcipline of the Church you will do much, that 
the laws of ent kinn b be nnn to _ 
_ duly obletved. 6 SES Arg. 


— w 2.48; 
» 


M. menge are ah. die among men, and 
are men of like paſſions with yourſelves, ſubj ect 
to infirmities. Nevertheleſs, you ſhould eſteem 


them highly for their work's ſake. Their charge 
1s great, they watch for ſouls as they who muſt 


give account; their work i 18 arduous, and their 


ſituation peculiarly difficult. - Hold ſuch i in repu- 


ration. As you love the proſperity of Zion, de- 


fame not your Miniſter; raiſe no groundleſs 


and evil furmiſes to his diſadvantage. Careſul- 
Iy ſecrete every unfavourable ſaggeſtion ref pect- 
ing him, from the knowledge of the riſing gen- 


. eration, if you would not prepoſſeſs 1 their minds, 


und forever bar them from receiving any, benefit | 


"from hie rn or alle inſtructions. 


Tas giekt Head 4 hs Church conſiders the 


treatment his faithful Miniſters receive, as be= 


ing done to himſelf. If you ſpeak againſt them, 
you ſpeak againſt him. If you deſpiſe. them, 
you deſpiſe him. If you reject them, you re- 


ject him. But if you hear them, you hear him. 
"If 1 you receive them; you receive him. There- 


fore, joy fully receive the man whom you have 


"Choſen, ol a en In” kom the 
F 0s 2 293 * 5 D 8 be * i . 
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cops Head of the Church, and md hin wy 
| ſuch. May he be a long and a rich bleſſing to 
you—eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame — 
a a remover of your doubts, and a helper of your 
joy, leading you by the hand in the way ever- 
laſting. —Brethren, live in peace, and the 
God of love and peace ſhall be with bu. 


Ir only remains, that I addreſs, in a fow 
| words, this whole 3 


Men and Brethren, 11 n 
SOLEMN, important; ad OF are * 


conſequences of your living under the light of 


the glorious Goſpel. Hereby have you advan- 
tages of knowing the character of God, and 
your own, far beyond thoſe. with which, per- 1 
| haps, not more than the twentieth part of your 
fellow. men are indulged. This is to raiſe you 


to the ſublime enjoyment of the bleſſed, or ſink 5 


you with amazing woe in the depths of deſpair, 

For by this you will receive or reject the Sa- 
viour of the world, a circumſtance never, never 
to be W 


Ap as you 3 RF in fame at. | 
the duty of a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, it will 
naturally bring to view. your own. As it be- 

comes them to hold forth the character of God, 

| 7 


\ X 


in) 


3s as being an infoitely benevolent, wiſe, almigh- 
ty, pre-determined Agent, working all things 
after the council of his own will; z It becomes 


you to ſubmit to Nm as ſuch. As they ſhould ee | 


| repreſent you in your natural ſtate as being op- 

| poſed to God, ſo you ought to conſider your- 
ſelves; otherwiſe condemn as futile the ſcheme 
to reconcile you to God. When they, repre- 
ſent the neceſſity of the ſpecial ſuper-natural 


agency of the Holy Spirit, as being abſolutely RE 


a for your ſaving converſion, you ought E 


to receive it, and reflect upon that aſtoniſhingly 


obſtinate will, and fixedneſs in iniquity, to re- 
quire this. And eſpecially when you conſider, 


that all the motives of eternal weight, which 


God hath placed before you, from the firſt mo- 
ments of your ſerious reflections, have not been 
ſufficient to induce you to the practice of an 

holy life; and when thoſe motives were nothing 


ſhort of endleſs felicity in the realms of glory, 5 


contraſted with endleſs torment in the regions 
of the damned. If this has not preponderated, 


nor you been ſelf-determined in the choice of 


| holineſs, believe you never will * but by the 
"ones of God. | 5 | 


Warn the Miniſters of Chriſt bold up the 


duty and neceſſity of immediate repentance and 
r 


— — —————' . 


ur eternal all depends upon 


Jae day" s delay, that of one 
hou or one moment, may forever fix'y you be- 
DP Neale of WIR." 20 10209 » 
or 1 24 355 än e: in eld: Lor 
Nang, therefore, t6 the worde of eternal | 
truth, proclaiming it in your ears, He w 50 believ- 5 
*th — 7 1 boptized, _ e 440 7 „ 


belirverh not, j / 
4 time, now is the day 4 vation. To any of . 
will ee Verden not our” (hearth, 5 
beſt . at ye Ball not ener Gs 
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